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February Program 

 

Our February program is  

Dave Hutchinson on 

Elements and the Periodic Table 
 

When: 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 

7:30 pm 
 

 

Where: 

Ridge Baptist Church 

1515 Eastridge Road 

Richmond, Virginia 

The Presidentôs Message 
- by Carl Miller 

 

Is it Spring yet? 

March is the start of mineral-show season here in the mid-
Atlantic.  Consider taking in a show over the next few months.  
There are shows in Maryland, District Columbia, North 
Carolina, and Virginia.  Two shows that are within a day-trip 

distance this month include: one of my favorite shows, the Montgomery County 
Maryland Clubôs Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show in Gaithersburg, MD; and the 
Delaware Mineralogical Societyôs Gem and Mineral Show in Newark, DE. 

 

Our local Treasures of the Earth Show is at the RIR Richmond Raceway Complex 
on March 17-19.  RGMS will again have a large presence at the show operatorôs 
request, with booth, showcases, and fun.  Please stop in and help man the booth, 
set up, take down, or just enjoy some conversation and fellowship.  Contact Andy 
Dietz or Bob Simon for more information on helping out and/or putting some of your 
treasures in a display case at the show. 

Get out there! ... Carl 
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Calendar of Events ς February 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

   1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 
Lapidary 
7:00 pm 

8 9 10 

 

11 12 13 
Member 
Meeting 
7:30 pm 

14 
Lapidary 
7:00  
pm 

15 16 
Rock 
Rappers 

17 

 

18 19 20 
Board 

Meeting 
7:00 pm 

21 
Lapidary 
7:00 pm 

22 

 
23 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

24 

 

25 26 27 28 
Lapidary 
7:00 pm 
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RICHMOND GEM AND  

MINERAL SOCIETY 

CONTACTS 

 

 

Elected Offices 
 

PRESIDENT 

Carl Miller 
kobold1@erols.com 

 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT (Membership) 
Richard Starr, 804-337-1882 

starr.vb@gmail.com 

 
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT (Programs) 

Eddie Patton 

wepatton1950@gmail.com 
 

TREASURER 

Dave Hutchison, 804-598-7133 
dahjkh@aol.com 

 

RECORDING SECRETARY 
Debbie & Frank Toth 

frankatoth51@gmail.com 
 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Valerie Johnson 

moonlightgems@gmail.com 
 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

Perry Wells, pwdisplays@verizon.net 
Greg Sandvig, bsandvig@verizon.net 

Mike Buchanan 

 
 

Appointed Offices 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Barbara Hadley, 804-363-9847 

TheCollectingBag@yahoo.com 
 

GREETER 

Function owned by Membership 
 

FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE 

Pamm Bryant, 804-457-4698 
pjbryant6@juno.com 

 
HOSPITALITY 

Bobbie Sandvig 804-288-3648 

bobbie.sandvig68@gmail.com 
 

MINI MINERS 

Kathy Paine 
mrsjpb3@yahoo.com 

 

LAPIDARY 
Pete McCrery, 804-233-4433 

Richard Starr, starr.vb@gmail.com 

 
LIBRARIAN/HISTORIAN 

Betsy Martin, 804-272-2980 

Martin1635@comcast.net 
 

ROCK RAPPERS 

Pete McCrery, 804-233-4433 
 

TRAVELING DISPLAY 

Pamm Bryant, 804-457-4698 

pjbryant6@juno.com 

Hospitality 

 

Thank you Members , for the refreshments you bought to our January meeting.  
See pictures from the party in this newsletter! 

 

February : Open   
 

March :  Open  
 

If you would like to sign up for future months, please contact 

Bobbie at: bobbie.sandvig68@gmail.com  

Or (804) 288 -3648  
(leave a message  if I am out rock hounding)  

 

January Membership Meeting Minutes 

For the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society  

January 9, 2018 

The January membership meeting was opened by President Carl Miller at 7:30 
p.m.  Carl noted the larger than usual attendance and recognized guests 
Denise, Nelson and Jackie.   

Á Treasury:  Dave Hutchison reported that the treasury was in good shape, 
all bills are paid and the rent on the meeting space was paid up thru June.  
He also reminded everyone that dues for 2018 are now due.  

Á Lapidary:  Lapidary will meet on Wednesday nights this month at Richard 
{ǘŀǊǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ  IŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ there 
will be a meeting.  

Á Rock Rappers:  wƻŎƪ wŀǇǇŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ .Ŝǘǎȅ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ 
night at 7:00 pm.  

Á Door Prizes:  Door prizes were Hematite, Calcite and other items. 

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned. 

The speaker for the evening was Scott Duresky who spoke about his work in 
classifying minerals from the Rutherford Mine in Amelia County. 

    Respectfully submitted, 
    Frank and Debra Toth, Recording Secretaries 

Volunteers Needed  
 

MARCH 17 ς 19, 2018 
 

LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Treasures of the Earth show again!  We are looking for 
voluteers to fill display cases, as well as help with set up and tear down. 
Contact Andy Dietz (dietziv@yahoo.com) or Bob Simon 
(dino_safaris@yahoo.com) if you would like this opportunity. 

 

mailto:kobold1@erols.com
mailto:sgemrain@aol.com
mailto:dahjkh@aol.com
mailto:frankatoth51@gmail.com
mailto:moonlightgems@gmail.com
mailto:bsandvig@verizon.net
mailto:TheCollectingBag@yahoo.com
mailto:pjbryant6@juno.com
mailto:bobbie.sandvig68@gmail.com
mailto:mrsjpb3@yahoo.com
mailto:mrsjpb3@yahoo.com
mailto:starr.vb@gmail.com
mailto:Martin1635@comcast.net
mailto:pjbryant6@juno.com
mailto:bobbie.sandvig68@gmail.com
mailto:dietziv@yahoo.com
mailto:dino_safaris@yahoo.com
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Sunday 
Feb 25, 2018 

2-5 pm 

Lapidary Workshop 
(of the stones we collected in the January workshop) Location TBA 

Sunday 
March 25, 2018 

2-5 pm 

Metalsmith Workshop 
!ǘ YŀǘƘȅΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

-- Important Note -- 
RGMS requires that all Mini Miners be registered as RGMS members, and that Parents or Caregivers must attend any 

field trips, due to insurance coverage. 

For more info, or to RSVP for trips, please contact Kathy Paine at mrsjbp3@yahoo.com 

 

January Board Meeting Minutes 

For the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society January 16, 2018 

The January 2018 Board meeting of the RGMS was opened by Treasurer Dave Hutchison at 7:15 p.m.  In attendance 
were Dave Hutchison, Andy Dietz, Pete McCrery, Pamm Bryant, Eddie Patton, Carl Miller, and Frank Toth.   

Á Treasury:  Dave Hutchison noted that the treasury is in good shape with funds in excess of $12,000 after 
paying the insurance and rent.  He is depositing dues as they come in.  Dave asked if anyone knew the status 
of the Mini Miners and their dues.  He or Carl will check with Kathy Paine.  Dave also announced new members 
to be considered for membership in the club.  They were John and Kay Larsen and daughter Laura Carney, 
and Amy Edwards.  A motion was made to accept them, seconded and approved by the Board. Finally, Dave 
advised that he has updated the membership list and would send it out.  

Á Field Trips:  Pamm Bryant reported that Lynn Taylor had discussed the trip to Kentucky to hunt for geodes 
and is thinking about early spring.  She has also heard from Buck Ward who wants to lead a fossil hunt on the 
river in the spring.  Pamm has tried to get with US Silica to arrange a trip to their Montpelier mine but is 
having trouble getting through to anyone.  

Á Treasures of the Earth:  Andy Dietz noted that the spring Treasures of the Earth show would be held on March 
17-19.  We will need help both setting up the displays and getting displayers.  

Á Lapidary:  Pete noted that Lapidary is still meeting at Richard StarǊΩǎ on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. 

Á Programs: Eddie stated that he is still feeling out his new position as 2nd Vice President in charge of programs.  
Carl gave some ideas and some people to get with to make presentations to the membership. 

There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

        Respectfully submitted, 
        Frank and Debra Toth, Recording Secretaries 

 

άLŦ IŜƴǊƛŎƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ wDa{ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 
be cancelled.  It will be the responsibility of the President to contact the 2nd Vice President (Eddie 
Patton) so he can notify the person handling the presentation that evening and the refreshment 
chair (Bobbie Sandvig), ǎƻ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀƴŎŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 

mailto:mrsjbp3@yahoo.com
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Wildacres  

The Speaker in Residence for the spring session of Wildacres is Helen Serras-Herman, world 

reknowned glyptographer (precious gemstone carver), jewelry designer and manufacturer.  Helen 

frequently combines some of her carved gems with gemstone and silver beads, carved and cast 

̄í"l±ȡ̅ "Ɩ| " ƌʲȉĜ"| ƶí ƶȺĊ±ȉ lƶƌbĜƖ"ȺĜƶƖȡ˱  ȠĊ± Ċ"ȡ ±"ȉƖ±| ȡ±ʘ±ȉ"Ŵ ĜƖȺ±ȉƖ"ȺĜƶƖ"Ŵ "ʞ"ȉ|ȡ íƶȉ Ċ±ȉ 

work, some of which are featured ibn museums both here in the US, and in Europe. 

As a reminder, tuition for the week long session is just $425 per person. This fee includes room and board, wonderful 

meals each day, instruction by our outstanding teachers etc. The only additional charge will be for the materials used in the 

class or classes you sign-up for.  The spring session runs from May 21 to May 27, 2018.  Applications are available in the 

EFMLS newsletter. 

EFMLS/AFMS Annual Convention  

Held in Raleigh, NC this year, the convention runs from April 6 to April 8.  A field trip will be held on Monday, April 9.  The 

convention is hosted by the Tar Heel Gem & Mineral Club, and will be held at the Embassy Suites by Hilton, Raleigh 

Crabtree.  More info available in the EFMLS newsletter. 

 

From the December/January AFM S Newsletter  

As a reminder, I thought it would be good to re -run the AFMS Code of Ethics: 

¶ ě ʞĜŴŴ ȉ±ȡǺ±lȺ bƶȺĊ ǺȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± "Ɩ| ǺɔbŴĜl ǺȉƶǺ±ȉȺʲ "Ɩ| ʞĜŴŴ |ƶ Ɩƶ lƶŴŴ±lȺĜƖô ƶƖ ǺȉĜʘ"Ⱥ±Ŵʲ ƶʞƖ±| Ŵ"Ɩ| ʞĜȺĊƶɔȺ ȺĊ± ƶʞƖ±ȉ̃ȡ 

permission. 

¶ I will keep informed on all laws, regula-tions of rules governing collecting on public lands and will observe them.  

¶ I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.  

¶ I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas. 

¶ I will cause no willful damage to prop -erty of any kind - fences, signs, and buildings. 

¶ I will leave all gates as found. 

¶ I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the area. 

¶ I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc. 

¶ I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock. 

¶ I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply. 

¶ I will cause no willful damage to collect-ing material and will take home o nly what I can reasonably use. 

¶ I will practice conservation and under-take to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected and will recycle my surplus 

for the pleasure and benefit of others.  

¶ I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all collecting areas devoid of litter, 

regardless of how found. 

¶ I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.  

¶ I will report to my club or Federation of -ficers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, any deposit of petrified 

wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future gen -erations for public 

educational and scientific purposes. 

¶ I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources. 

¶ ě ʞĜŴŴ ƶbȡ±ȉʘ± ȺĊ± ̄óƶŴ|±Ɩ ȈɔŴ±̅ˮ ʞĜŴŴ ɔȡ± ̄óƶƶ| ƵɔȺ|ƶƶȉ Ƌ"ƖƖ±ȉȡ̅ "Ɩ| ʞĜŴŴ "Ⱥ "ŴŴ ȺĜƌ±ȡ lƶƖ|ɔlȺ ƌʲȡ±Ŵí ĜƖ " ƌ"ƖƖ±ȉ ʞĊĜlĊ ʞĜŴŴ 

"|| Ⱥƶ ȺĊ± ȡȺ"Ⱥɔȉ± "Ɩ| ǹɔbŴĜl ̄Ĝƌ"ô±̅ ƶí ȉƶlŦĊƶɔƖ|ȡ ±ʘ±ȉʲʞĊ±ȉ±˱ 

 

The Eastern Federation website is available at:  http://www.amfed.org/efmls/ 

The American Federation website is available at:  http://www.amfed.org 

Excerpt from the AFMS Newsletter, 

Dec 2017 - Jan 2018 

Information from 

the EFMLS 

Newsletter, 

January, 2018. 
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The Lapidary Shop back in 
action!  Please contact 

Richard Starr at  
804-337-1882 

or email at  
starr.vb@gmail.com 

 

 

See all Brad's jewelry books at Amazon.com/author/BradfordSmith 

Local Metals Source 

Local companies that use sheet metal typically have 
barrels of scrap copper, brass and aluminum sheet 
that they save for recycling.  The shop 
owner/manager will usually let you go through it to 
select the shapes and thicknesses you want. Prices 
vary but will generally be close to the wholesale per-
pound scrap value.  For me at this time, that's $3 per 
pound for copper. 

I've found it's much cheaper to buy metal this way 
than ordering from a catalog.  There are no shipping 
charges, and you'll be supporting a local small 
business in your community.  

Remember to bring your 
work gloves if you try this. 
Also useful is a thickness 
gauge. When I asked if they 
had any 14 gauge, they 
didn't know.  

Turns out they measure the thickness of copper by its 
weight per square foot. 

Get your check to Dave Hutchinson at the regular February Membership 
Meeting, or mail to the address below: 

2018  CLUB DUES 
Adult .................................................. $12 
Family ................................................ $18 
(includes children under 18) 
Junior (14-17) ...................................... $5 
Mini Miner ........................................... $3 
(under 14 with adult sponsor) 

 
 

Send your Dues to:  

RGMS 
1622 Rocky Ford Road 
Powhatan, VA 23139 

Jewelry Bench 
Tips 

courtesy of 
Brad Smith 

 

Club Meeting Dates 

February 2018 

 

Membership Meeting Rock Rappers Board Meeting 
 Tuesday, February 13 Friday, February 16 Tuesday, February 20 

 7:30 pm  7:00 pm  7:00 pm  
at Ridge Baptist Church  ˢ̙̅̔̓ ˭́̒̔̉̎Ν̓ ̈̏̓̅̕ Manor Care, Stratford Hall  

 1515 Eastridge Road  (unless otherwise specified)  

Mobile Flexshaft Stand 

A handy mobile stand for your flexshaft can be made 
easily and quickly from the base of an old swivel office 
chair. You can find these chairs being thrown out at office 
buildings and schools. I just asked the custodian in my 
building to set one aside for me. 

To separate the chair from the wheeled base, 
simply remove the spring clip from the center 
bottom. I use a small screwdriver or a pair of 
pliers. 

To make the stand, you'll need two pieces of 
threaded galvanized steel pipe and a pipe fitting 
from a hardware store. The first length of pipe 
is 3/4 inch diameter to fit the hole in most chair 
bases. The second piece is a length of less 
expensive 1/2 inch pipe.   

The total length of the two pipes should be five 
feet.  I used a two foot length of 3/4 pipe and a 
three foot length of 1/2 pipe. They are joined 
together by a pipe fitting called a 3/4 to 1/2 
reducing coupler. 

mailto:starr.vb@gmail.com
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                               Richmond Gem & Mineral Society 

                               TheCollectingBag@yahoo.com 

 
 

Barbara Hadley, Editor 

9359 Cedar Lane 

Mechanicsville, Virginia  23116 

 

Upcoming Rock Shows  

 

February  2018 : 

16 - 18:  Indianapolis, IN -  GeoFest, the 16th Annual Indiana State Museum Fossil, Gem and Mineral 

Show. February 16, 17 and 18 2018. Friday and Saturday 10 -  5, and Sunday 11 -  4. Retail show will 

include dealers, regional clubs, and adult and kid's activities in a beautiful museum b uilding. Contact 

Peggy Fisherkeller, 650 West Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204; 317 -232 -7172; 

pfisherkeller@indianamuseum.org; Website: www.indianamuseum.org    GeoFest is included with 

museum admission: $14.95 for adults, $13.95 for seniors, $12.9 5 for Indiana college students and 

$9.95 for children. Group rates are available.  

Additional show info is available  on the EFMLS website:  http://www.amfed.org/efmls/calendar.htm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Note:  Due to time constraints, the postally mailed copy of The Collecting Bag will be printed in black and white until further notice. 

Meetings are the second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Ridge Baptist Church Meeting Hall, 1515 Eastridge Rd.    

Bulletin articles and items may be reprinted provided that credit is given to the author and the Richmond Gem & Mineral Society.   

òHaving been engaged rather a lot of 

times, Zsa Zsa Gabor was asked whether 

a lady should give back the ring. Her 

answer?  

"Of course dahlink, but first, you take out 

all the diamonds. ó 
ð Zsa Zsa Gabor 

mailto:TheCollectingBag@yahoo.com
http://www.amfed.org/efmls/calendar.htm

